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Progress on Plant Species Diversity of Rural Settlements in China
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Abstract: As half-artificial and half-natural landscapes whose diversity of species shows both

characteristics of primitive eological environment and aritificial features of urban settlements. Rural
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settlements are one of the most important type of landscapes in China,which highlights its great value
on Chinese landscapes researches. Based on our understanding of rural settlement and the concept of
species diversity,this essay summerized the methods of relating reseaches and the influencial factors of
previous studies on the species diversity of rural settlements. On the other hand, it also illustrated
several main problems shown in previous studies, lack of specific selection on examples;few studies on
relationship between species diveristy and its succession. At last, taking the aforesaid problems into
consideration, this essay looked into the prospects of researches on species diversity of rural
settlements by drawing a deeper attention to spatio-temporal scale, enhancing the combination of
ecology and geography and analyzing the influence on rural settlements’ species diversity exerted by
both artificial factors and non-artifical factors from a dynamic prospective under the background of
urbanization.
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