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The Effect of Different Substrates on Horsebean Seedling

Abstract; The effect of different substrates on horsebean seedling and the substrates costs to culture seedling were stud-
ied, in order to select a suitable substrate to culture horsebean for rearing prey of natural enemies. The result showed
that horsebean seedling cultured in perlite was significantly shorter and lighter (at 30" day after planting the height
26.8 cm/ plant, fresh weight 148.2 ¢/ 25 plants) than that in other substrates due to its poor water-keeping function.
Seedling in vermiculite was prone to lodge as viscosily of this substrate is lower and incapable to fix roots of horsebean.
Horsebean seedling, which grew in substrate mixed by vermiculite, plant ash, and a little soil and was irrigated by mtrition
in late developing period was stronger (at 30" day after planting the height 25.3 cn/ plant, fresh weight 185.9 g/ 25 plants)

and free of lodging because the mixture improved the condition of water-keeping function and ventilation.
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